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Also, in 1997 "Starship Troopers" directed by Paul Verhoeven and freely based on the novel
by Robert A. Heinlein, came out. Apparently, only a banal, very violent action film, it actually
represents a very emphasized anti-militarist satire. Moving further away from the novel,
even the government in power on Earth is depicted as a dictatorship that uses propaganda,
falsehoods and coercion to exert control over public opinion.

An entire new vein could be opened here by quoting the umpteenth film by Steven
Spielberg, namely "A.l. -Artificial Intelligence", released in 2001. The theme of the
intelligence of the machines and their gradual awareness had already been developed in a
negative key since 1973 in "Westworld" directed by Michael Crichton, in "Blade Runner"
(1982) and in the already mentioned "Terminator" and in a positive key with "Short Circuit"
the 1986 film by John Badham who, after the good results of "War Games" still proved to be
able to instil new content to the genre. The gradual awareness of one's self by a robot and
therefore the ethical dilemma that derives from it, that is, whether this being should still be
considered simply a machine, will constitute in the following years and until today, an
inexhaustible source of ideas for new films, from "I, Robot" by Alex Proyas(2004) to "Ex-
Machina" by Alex Garland in 2014. Furthermore, we would like to quote here also "Wall-E"
(2008), a nice animated movie, directed by Andrew Stanton in which the protagonist, a
robot, left alone on Earth, reduced to a landfill and made inhospitable by pollution, shows
much more humanity than the beings who built it.

In 2009 "Avatar" is released. A blockbuster in every respect, also from the point of view of
proceeds, which, directed by James Cameron, inserts vaguely anti-militarist and anti-
capitalist ideas in a film dominated by special effects and action scenes. Any message, even
if only remotely "pacifist", is completely watered down within ecological and new-age
themes in pursuit of a philosophy easy to understand and very fashionable.
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everything is possible and there is therefore certainly room for stories that can show
humanity redeem itself from centuries of wars and struggles and build peaceful
relationships with their fellow beings or beings from other worlds.

We have already seen that subjects of this type have already been brought to the screen,
albeit rarely, with more or less success. I'm also convinced that a lot of science fiction books
have been written from which scripts for the big and small screens could be drawn. The
important thing would be to find them and to give rise to productions entrusted to sensitive
directors and able to match the presence of important messages, such as reconciliation and
the need for dialogue and the exchange of ideas between individuals and civilizations, with
the needs of the box office. | am thinking not only of directors who have already shown that
they can achieve great results, like Spielberg, but also to somewhat younger directors, such
as the aforementioned Neill Blomkamp, or Alfonso Cuarén, director of "Gravity", or
Christopher Nolan, who shot, among other things, the complex, but suggestive,
"Interstellar".

Other interesting productions could be made in the field of television series. In them, a
smaller budget, which therefore eliminates or reduces the risk of reduced revenues that
often leads production companies to opt for remakes and reboots that offer greater
guarantees of success, and greater freedom of expression, which can enjoy directors
perhaps with less experience, can give rise to remarkable results.

Think, for example, of the series "Philip K. Dick's Electric Dreams", of which ten episodes
were made in 2017 by different directors. The stories, taken from short novels by the
visionary writer Philip Dick, deal with different themes. In one of these "Human Is" the
author talks about what can define a human being, whether its appearance or its values.

Ultimately, in my opinion, the science fiction genre has not yet been able to express its
potential in terms of stories that can not only entertain, but also to make readers and
viewers reflect on complex issues and with which we should all confront.

Highly evocative images and impressions certainly remain in the memory of fans of the
genre. Let's think of the meeting of Ellie, the protagonist of Contact with an alien who, in
order not to scare the scientist, takes on the appearance of her dead father?® or even the
sentence pronounced by the computer in "Wargames", when interrupting the countdown
to the launch of missiles declares about nuclear war: "A strange game. The only winning
move is not to play. How about a nice game of chess?". A line that demonstrates a strict and,
after all, banal logic, but that, apparently, men cannot understand.

Is it all not so much after almost 100 years of history, considering that, by convention, the
birth of science fiction dates back to 19267 | hope anyway that this short study of mine can
serve as a basis for a more detailed discussion on this matter and this can in essence allow
us to understand the educational potentialities of a genre that, based on fantasy and
imagination, can really attract the attention of both young people and adults.

8 An expedient also used in Starman by the alien who introduces herself to the protagonist with the appearance of her deceased husband.
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